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The posting below looks at the crucial role of the department administrative assistant.
It is by Dan Chambliss* and is from The Department Chair: A Resource for Academic
Administrators, Summer 2017, Vol. 28, No. 1. Copyright 2017 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.

Avaglotrointo duvapikd; AvayvwpifovTag Tnv Trpoo@opd TnNG MNpappatéwg

KaBwg akopa €va akadnuaiko £T0G CEKIVAEI PE TTEPIOPIOUEVO TTPOUTTOAOYIONO, O
EVTOTTIONOG AVagIOTToiNTWY TTOPWV UTTOPEI va €ival TO KAEIDI yia va dOUAEWEI KOAG €va
Tpnua.

2KEQPTEITE TOUG OIOIKNTIKOUG UTTAAAAAOUG o€ pia [paupateia TuAuarog i Mpauuareia
Touéa, TTou Ba Toug Aéue papuarteic oto uttdAoITTO APBPO Kal, OTOV EVIKO, N
MpappaTéag. MNavra KOKOTTANPWHEVES, CUXVA UTTOEKTIUNUEVEG, KATTOIEG POPEG TEAEIWG
aTrapaTtiENTEG, ol Mpaupareig gival yia Tnv dIOIKNTIKA UNXOVH TOU TTAVETTIOTNHIOU OTI O
Agovag yIa TO AuTOKivVNTO. AUTEG O1 YUVAIKEG —OTN CUVTPITITIKI TTAEIOWN@ia TOUG €ival
yuvaikeg— douAeuouv oTn SIoIkKNTIKA Kapdid Tou TuAParog, gival diaBéaiyeg OAn Tnv
NUEPA, Kal yvwpifouv atrd Péoa K atrd €Ew TTWG €ival KATAVEPNUEVEG O WPEG, Ol
XWPOI, Ta XPAUaTa, O TTPOMNBEIEG Kal O BE0EIC — v OUVTOMIA, yvwpilouv Ta UAIKG
OUCTATIKA TNG €¢ouCiag Kal TNG aTTOTEAECHATIKOTNTAG. ' auTtd o1 KOAEG [papuarei
givar mToAUTINEG. Otav avayvwpifovtal, €TTaIVOUVTAl €iTE PE OIKOVOMIKOUG Opoug
(avekTiyntn, avavTikataoTatn) €ite PE  OpnOKeUTIKOUG (ayatrnuévn, o€RaoTn,
Aatpepévn). O1 axpnoTeg, atrd TNV AAAN PEPIA, PTTOPOUV va PUTTAOKApPOUV Ta ypavadia
TO OIOIKNTIKOU UNXAVIOUOU, VW Ol BPUAIKEG TUPAVVIOKOI TOU ETTAYYEANOTOG PUTTOPOUV
va ekpoBioouv KaBnynTéG Kal va TPOPOKPATACOUV QoITNTEG OTTEipovTag dixdvoia o€
OAo 1O TuARua. Ze KAOe TTEPITITWON N B€0N —KAI 0 AVOPWTTOG TTOU TNV KATAAAPPBAVEI—
EXEI MEYAAN onuaaoia.

Opwg 1 akpIBwg kavel pia papuaréag; Otav ekIvael TO XEIMEPIVO €CANNVO, N
pauuaTéag evog Tunpatog Mouoikng B6a kataveiyel €KATOVIAOEG @OITNTEG OE€
0ekAdeC OwHATIO €EAOKNONG ME OEKADEG €EKTAKTOUG KaBNyntéG. 210 TPARMATA
Quoikwv Emotnuwy, GAeg papuaTteic €AEyxOuv €pyaoThpIa Kal QTTOBNKEG ME
TTpounBeieg, TTapayyéAVOUV TTOOOTNTEG XNMIKWY, OOUAEUOUV JE HIO  OTPATIA
TTPOUNOEUTWY, Kal JIEKTTEPAIWVOUV TTaPAYYEAIEC Kal TTANPWUES. Z€ ypageia oe OAn
TNV TTAVETTIOTAMIOUTIOAN, QUTEG Ol YUVAIKEG ETTIKAIPOTTIOIOUV TTEQIYPAPES HaBnudTwy,
QWTOTUTTOUV QUAAGDIA, POP@OTTOIOUV Kal UTTORAGAAOUV €TIOTNMOVIKA GpBpa, Kai
TPOTTOTTOIOUV TTETOOKOMUEVOUG TTPOUTTOAOYIONOUG. OTav eTTIOKETTTOVTAI OUIANTEG, Ol
papuarteic avaAauBavouv 1a dIadIKaoTIKA Kal TNV TTANpwUAR Twyv ££0dwyv, Kal étav
UTTOWN®IOl KOBNYNTEG ETTIOKETTTOVTAI ZXOAEG PE TTOANG Tpnuata, n Mpauuatéag
MTTOPEI VO @TACEl va ouvToVilel TEOOEPIC ETTIOKEWEIC O€ Pia BOoudda, e¢acpaAifovrag
OTI 0 AyXWHEVOG VEOG UTTOWNR®PIOG Ba €xel KATTOIOV va TOV TTOPAAdRel atmd TO
agpodpoulo, Eva agloTTPETTEG DWPATIO Eevodoxeiou yia To Bpdadu, évav odnyod va Tou
O¢gitel TNV TTAVETTIOTNMIOUTTOAN, Kal yia ouvavinon pe Tov MNpdedpo TG ZXOANG TTou
VO PNV CUUTTITITEl JE TNV TTPOYPAUMATIONEVN CUVAVTNON ME TOUug TeAgidoiToug. H
paupaTéag OSlapop@wveEl TNV €IKOva OAou Tou 16pUPaTog. [apdAAnAa, uia
pauuaTéag Tou Ocatpikou kal MougikoUu TuAuartog ae éva AAAO KTRpIo KAEgivel pia
Beatpikf aiBouoca kal TTPooTTaBEl va TTPOCAdPEl KATTOIOUG agIOTTIOTOUG POITNTEG WG



TagIBETEG OTN OUVAUAIQ TNG OPXNOTPAG TOU TPAMATOS yia TIG SIOKOTTEG. 27 AUTEG TIG
TTEPITITWOEIG, KATTOIEG [pappaTEIC OOUAEUOUV KUPIWG PE TTPOEDPOUG TUNHATWY Kal
KaBnynTég, AAAEG pE TOUG @OITATEG TTOU BonBouv, Kal KATTOIEG GAAEG UE ETTIOKETTTEG,
TTPOUNOEUTEG 1 DIAPOPOUG DIOIKNTIKOUG UTTAAANAOUG Tou TravetmioTniou. MOAAEG
OoUAegUOUV g OAEG TIG TTAPATTAVW OPADEG.

Ki autj €ivar pévo n emionun douAeid Toug. Avettionua, n pauparéag ivar otnv
TTPAYUATIKOTNTA TO Yypa@Eio TTANPOYOPIWY YIa To KTAPIO TNG. TOo va gival €Kei OAN
Mépa, TTEvTe PEPEG TNV BOopAda, Tnv Kavel dlaBéoiun, €ite 10 BEAel €ite OxI, yia
OTTOIOVONTTOTE TUXAIiVEI va TTEPVAEI aTTO TO KTAPIO. METAPOPEIS TToU PEPVOUV KIBWTIA
ME TTPOUNAOBEIEG, UTTNPETIEG catering TTou WAXVouv TNV aiBoucda TG ouvAVTNONG-PETA-
@aynTou, KabapioTpieg TTou KAVOUV €va OIOAEIMPOTAKI, YOVEIGC TTOU KUVNyouv TOUug
oUPBoUAOUG KABNYNTEG Twv TTAIdIWV TOUG, POITNTEG TTOU TTPOCTTABoUV va TTAve OTO
MABnua oTnv Kaivoupla aiBouca oTnv wpea Toug, KaBWS Kal OTTOI000NTTOTE XPEIAleTal
Mia TOuaAéTa — OAol Ba TTepdoouv atrd To ypageio TNG MpaupaTéwg, 1I0IKA av gival o€
KEVTPIKO onueio ki n opTa gival avoixth. O1 goitntég TTou Bonbolv OTo ypageio
BAETTOUV TNV MpappATER WG TO TTPWTO TTPAYHATIKO AQEVTIKO TOUG, TTOU TOUG MOBaivel
TTWGS VA OOUAEUOUV [E TO KOIVO, TTWG VA QEPOVTAl PE ETTAYYEAUATIONO KAl TTWG —YIA
POITNTEG TTOU COUV YIA TTPWTN OPA HOKPUA ATTO TO OTTITI TOUG— VA AVTIMETWTTICOUV TN
Cwn Me Ta TTAVW Kal Ta KATw TnG. lMa 1ToANoU¢ ammd autoug, n [pauypatéag
UTTOKOTABIOTA TOV YOVIO.

YTdpxel OpwGS pia opdda avlpwTTwy TToU TTPAYMATIKG xpeidleral KAAEG [ papuaTeic:
apxdpiol KaBnynTtég Tou MOANIG EekivOUv TNV TTPWTN €TTAYYEAMATIKA OOUAEIG TOUG.
‘Exouv peydAn €vvola va kavouv KaAd Tnv OouAeld Toug, va dwoouv Tn CWOTH
EVTUTTWON, Va TaipIGEouv aTo Kaivouplo TrepIBaAAov. Kai dev BEAouv va evoxAjoouv
Tov Mpdedpo Tou Tunparog. Xpeiddovtal £va @QIAIKG TTPOCWTIO, APKETEG CUMPBOUAEG
yla va Bpouve Eva agloTTpeTTéG DIOUEPIONA, €vav IKavO TTaIdIOTPO YIa TOV PTTOUTTIPA
TOUG, Kal TTOAAA BonBeia pe Tnv ypagelokpartia. ‘ETol cuyxvd dAbev Tnv apdlouv yia
Aiyo OTO ypa@eio pe Tov Ka@E TOUG, eV TauToxpova ¢nTouv OUUBOUAEG €TTi TTAVTOG
emoTnTou. «Ma, gival o véol atro Ta OIKA You Ta TTaIdId», Jou €iTTe pia pappoTéag.
O1 véor kaBnynTtég dev kKaBodnyouvTal oUTE ATTO CEPIVAPIA YIa VEOTTPOOANPOEVTEG,
ouTe aTTd TOV ETTIONUO MEVTOPA TTOU UTTOTIOETAN OTI TOUG €XeEl avaAdBel, oute atrd
KATToI0 €yxeIpidlio oTo dladikTuo. AvTtiBeTra, puolvTal amrd QUTEC TIG IOPUMOTIKEG
BeTepAvoug TTOU Tuxaivel va KABovTal akpIBWG €KEI, OTO ypa@eio Tou TUAPATOS Kal
TTOU, TTEPACTIKOI, TIC CUVAVTOUV KaBnUEPIVA.

Auté TTOU BEAW Va TTW €ival ATTAG: uNV TOUG AYVOEITE aUTOUG Toug avBpwTroug. Eival
KaBOPIOTIKAG oNPaciag yia TN owoTrh AsiIToupyia €vOG TTAVETTIOTNMIOKOU TUAMOTOG.
Otav mTpocAauBAveTe, aPIEPWOTE TOV XPOVO TTOU QATTAITEITAI yIa va TTAPETE TOV
KaAUTepo duvatd. Otav atroQacileTe yia Tov HIoBO, dWOTE O,TI TTEPICCOTEPO UTTOPEITE
avayvwpifovtag OT1 o1 KaAoi I'papuateieg gival oxedoOv TTAVTA TTOAU KAKOTTANPWHEVOL.
Mnv ToUuG QOPTWVETE e Bouvd ATTPOYPAUMATIOTNG OOUAEIAG TNG TEAEUTAIOG OTIYUAG —
OTO KATW-KATW, OTTWG EAEYE MIA TAUTTEAQ OTO ypa@eio TNG TeAeuTaiag Mpapuatéwg
Mou «n BIKI OoU avopyavwold dev ouvioTd EKTAKTN avaykn yia pévay. O Mpapuareig
TIPETTEI VA Eival KOAQ EKTTAIOEUMEVOI- VA OUVAVTIOUVTAI OUXVA PE OUVADEAPOUG TOUG
yla va aviaAAadouv 10€€g, va dnuioupyouv dikTua etTiAuong TTpoBAnudTwy, Kal va
TOVWVOUV TO QioBnua Tng ETTAYYEAUATIKAG QUTOEKTIUNONG: Kal, OTOV KATAAANAO
BaBud, va oupueTEXOUV O€ OUCNTAOEIG 10PUMATIKNAG TTONITIKAG. Av OAOI €UEIC Ol



KaBnynTEG, Ol TTPOICTAUEVOI TTPOOWTTIKOU, oI Mpdedpol TunudTwy Kal or Koountopeg
TTaipvage TG pappaTteic Aiyo 1o cofapd, T1OTE n emmayyeApaTIK Cwr upag Ba
BeATILWVOTAV —TTOAU.

*Dan Chambliss is the Eugene M. Tobin Distinguished Professor of Sociology at
Hamilton College. Email: dchambli@hamilton.edu
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